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The Mark of God – His Seal
Today’s subject, “The Mark of God - His Seal,” is the other most important subject that you will ever hear spoken. All those in the final generation must have the seal of God in order to be saved. Last week we covered in detail the subject of the Mark of the Beast that has attracted the attention of millions down through the centuries.  

It’s truly a life or death matter.   When Jesus comes, there will only be two kinds of people on the earth, the righteous and the unrighteous, those who are ready and those who are not. 
Those who are ready, will have the  Seal of God and are saved for eternity.  Those who are not, will have the Mark of the Beast and are lost for eternity.

Seven is God’s number for perfection and completeness, while six is the number for rebellious man..
Last week we studied in depth what the mark of the Beast is. The more important subject is to know what God's sign, seal or mark is.  If I have the Seal of God in my forehead, I don’t have to worry about the Mark of the Beast. There is only one Christian denomination that has been clearly preaching about the Seal of God.  
Our first scripture today is Revelation 7:2,3   “And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a                         loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads.”  

What do you have in your foreheads?  The frontal lobes of your brain which is your reason and judgment center.  With that part of the brain we have the ability to judge, weigh, and make moral decisions.  In our mind we must understand truth and be loyal to God.

Hebrews 8:10   “I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people:”  So according to Scripture, the seal is placed in the mind, but so is the law of God.  Is there a connection between the seal of God and the law of God? 
Then Paul wrote in Hebrews 10:16  “I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them.”
Isaiah 8:16  “Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples.”  How are the disciples to be sealed?
And what is the seal that is placed in the forehead of the righteous?  

A seal is an emblem or a stamp of authority.  It makes a document or a law official. 
There sre three elements to the seal of the lawgiver: 1. The name of the lawgiver;  2. The title;  3. The territory, jurisdiction or dominion of the lawgiver.               
For example: The Presidential Seal.                   
1. Name: Barack H. Obama;               
2. Title: President;             
3. Territory: United States of America.
A seal authenticates a document.
What is the basis of God’s authority and why He worthy of our worship?  What gives Him authority to give us commandments and what is the basis of all true worship?
Revelation 4:11  “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for (or because), thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.” God receives glory and worship as the Creator of all things! 
God's seal will point to Him as the Creator.  Why?  Because a seal denotes authority and the Bible tells us that God's authority originates in the fact that He created us.  And because He is the Creator of the universe and has all authority, God too has a seal of that authority.  
How and where does God show us His seal? In His law, the Ten Commandments.
Question:   Which of the Ten Commandments contains all the elements of a seal?
Only the 4th found in Exodus 20:8-10,   “Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.”  Most of the Ten Commandments begin with "Thou shalt not."  God is saying Remember.   Now where do you remember?  You remember in your forehead!  

"Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work:  (Now what do you work with?  Your hands!  So the fourth commandment itself has reference to the forehead and the hand right in it.) But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: (it's not the Sabbath of the Jews—it never has been) in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates:” Without the Sabbath commandment, the Ten Commandments become the Ten Suggestions because the authority has been removed.  

And the fourth commandment shows the basis of His sovereign authority and does contain the three elements of God’s seal.  “For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day:  wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it.”
Now does the 4th commandment have within it the elements necessary for a seal?

Name: “The LORD”   Isaiah 42:8 "I am the Lord: that is my name …"
Title: “Maker, or Creator;”  Territory: “Heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is” One commandment, the one largely forgotten by the world, the 4th, which is also the longest one, enshrines all three elements that make for the characteristics of a seal. 

God has a seal and He puts His seal on His document, and as a seal will,  it clearly show’s God’s authority!

Question   What has God given as a special sign of his power?
Exodus 31:13  “Verily my sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a sign between me and you throughout your generations; that ye may know that I [am] the LORD that doth sanctify you.”

Exodus 31:17 “It is a sign between me and the children of Israel for ever: for in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day he rested, and was refreshed.”   According to the Bible, the Sabbath is God's special sign of Him sealing the law in our hearts under the New Covenant with Jesus. Without the witness of God's fourth commandment, no one could tell which deity is meant or who gave the Law.  

Ezekiel 20:20  “Hallow my sabbaths and they shall be a sign (they shall be a what? sign) between me and you, that ye may know that I am the LORD your God.”

Ezekiel 20:12  “Moreover also I gave them my sabbaths, to be a sign between me and them, that they might know that I [am] the LORD that sanctify them.”

Notice how Paul puts these two together, sign and seal as they are used interchangeably.   Romans 4:11 “And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised.”
Paul tells us that there remains a Sabbath rest to the people of God. Hebrews 4: 9-11 “There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God.  For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God [did] from his.  Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief.”  The Sabbath will be the outward sign of God sealing His people with the inward New Covenant promise of writing His holy law in their minds and thereby sanctifying His children.
Exodus 20:8, “Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.”  “Remember.”  That is the one commandment that the world in general and Christendom in particular has forgotten and been trampling upon, and doing it in the name of the Lord, and calling Sunday the “Lord’s day.”                God’s people will keep the Sabbath because God is the true God; as Creator He made heaven and Earth; and He sanctifies His people, making them holy. 

Paul wrote in Romans 7:12 “Wherefore the law [is] holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good.”

We are to keep the Sabbath Holy for three reasons: 1. The Creator God is the one true God; 2. He made heaven and earth; 3. He sanctifies us (makes holy) those who are his true followers.

Because of Satan’s hatred for God and His law;  God’s Sabbath has been the object of his attack, because it is the seal of God’s law. Can we be saved by the law?  No!    Neither can we be saved by works?  
Ephesians 2:8, 9 “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: [it is] the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” Salvation is by grace alone through the faith we exercise in what Jesus did for us on the cross.
Grace always leads to obedience; never disobedience.
Psalm 19:7 “The law of the LORD [is] perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD [is] sure, making wise the simple.”
The seal of God involves faith, faith that God knows best and is sanctifying us. God’s Seal is God’s seventh day Sabbath!  The outward sign of God's inner sealing of His holy law under the New Covenant is the keeping of the 7th Day Sabbath.  
As the scripture says, God’s true people will be keeping all the commandments of God.                  
The central issue involves WORSHIP. Two weeks ago we identified the beast, that being the Papacy. Last week we identified the Mark of the Beast, that being Sunday worship. This week we see that God’s Mark is His Sabbath.
God’s seal stands in contrast to the Beast’s Mark. 
Revelation presents these two groups. The group with the seal worships the Creator. The group with the mark worships the Beast. John is contrasting those who receive the Mark of the Beast with those who keep the commandments of God and have the faith of Jesus.  

I mentioned Benjamin Franklin last week and I want to quote him again for it is soprofound. "Right is right even if everyone is against it, and wrong is wrong even if everyone is for it."
And so there is the mark of Jesus’ authority, the Sabbath, and the mark of the beast’s authority, Sunday worship.  The issue is much greater than merely Saturday or Sunday.  It has to do with whose authority is to rule over our lives.  It ultimately shows who we choose to worship as our leader, the  Creator or the creature, Jesus or the Papacy.
Proverbs 14:12    “There is a way which seemeth right unto a man but the end thereof is the way of death.” When you look at this picture of this man on a unicycle balanced on a flat board that rests on a fulcrum of rocks and is held down by large rocks, it appears that the slightest error would cost him his physical life. Why do people gamble and tempt fate like that?
But the more serious question is why are so many of this world’s professed Christians willing to gamble away their eternal life by trusting the words and actions of men who are the deceivers Christ said would be in the last days and not trusting in the Word of God?
 What’s in your frontal lobes?

God’s Seal the Sabbath or the Mark of the Beast Sunday?
No second chance to get it right!

Let us pray …
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